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Nowhere to go
Facing homelessness as an LGBTQ student
NIGEL DENT

thedmnews@gmail.com

Regan Willis, 24, graduated as president of the UM Pride
Network in 2018 after five years of battling intermittent
homelessness. Abandoned by his parents in the summer of
2014 for being transgender and in a relationship, he was left
to fend for himself, taking a year off to search for a home
and a way to pay for school.
He survived by staying with friends, but homelessness
severely impacted his mental health. He couldn’t focus on
school because he was looking for work, food and a place to
live. He graduated with a 2.1 GPA, and he took pride in it.
“Most people, you look at me on paper and you think I’m
a failure,” Willis said. “But, I’ve worked harder than I ever
thought I would have to, to get that degree. And I’m more
proud than some people who graduated with a 4.0.”
After finishing school and speaking at the Lavender
Graduation, a ceremony that honors LGBTQ students’
achievements and honors, Willis said he felt like he
finally overcame his struggles. But his homelessness didn’t end with college.
“It kind of sticks around and continues
to haunt you, in a sense,” he said.
In the summer of 2018, he found
himself homeless again after the
end of a relationship. He could only
obtain lower-paying jobs and internships because of poor grades and lack
of experience.
Jaime Harker of the Sarah Isom Center
said that homelessness is an “invisible challenge”
that the LGBTQ community faces.
“You also hear a lot of stories about students at the university when
they come out, their parents ‘ghost’ them,” Harker said. “That is, they stop paying
their tuition, take the car. All of a sudden, they can’t manage their bills, and it can
be really sudden.”
Not only should the issue be brought to light, Harker said, but the community
also needs to help students whose parents physically and financially abandon

MADDY QUON

thedmnews@gmail.com

There was a shooting reported at Buffalo
Wild Wings around 2 p.m.
on Sunday. No one was
injured.
According to a tweet
from the Oxford Police
Department, officers
worked quickly to identify
a suspect and take him into
custody.
This is a developing
story and more information
will be provided after the
suspect is formally charged.
Look on thedmonline.
com for more coverage.

Offense
disappoints
(again)
JOSHUA CLAYTON

thedmsports@gmail.com

KATHERINE BUTLER / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

SEE LGBTQ PAGE 8

No one
injured in
shooting

FOOTBALL

The Ole Miss football team
came up short in another
winnable game as the Rebels fell
to then- No. 11 Auburn 20-14 on
Saturday.
Once again, it was the
consistently unproductive
offense that was unable
to capitalize on a strong
performance from the defense.
Offensive coordinator Rich
Rodriguez appeared to share
the same frustration as Rebel
fans throughout the game as he
pounded his desk in the coach’s
box.
The results beg for an answer
to a standing question that’s
about five weeks old: What’s
going on with the Ole Miss
offense?
“It’s awful,” Rodriguez said
when asked after the loss about
issues with the passing game.
“We’ve got to be able to pitch
and catch. I’ve got to see what we
can do and what we can execute.
You’re not going to, at this point,
do all of your schemes all over
again, but these are passes we
missed today that our guys have
completed pretty well and easily
in practice. We just didn’t do it

SEE OFFENSE PAGE 5

‘Ronzo’ honored at the Powerhouse Friday night
CAROLINE NIHILL

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Family and friends of Ron
“Ronzo” Shapiro gathered at
the Powerhouse on Friday
evening to celebrate his life
with music, food, drinks and
“general Ronzoness.”
Oxford Film Festival also
honored Shapiro with its
fourth annual screening of
“Rocky Horror Picture Show.”
Oxford Film Festival executive director Melanie Addington said that her organization
wanted to honor Shapiro
again. Along with these events,
March’s film festival will also
give an award in his name. The
award will be for documentaries, per Shapiro’s request.
The “Rocky Horror Picture
Show” screening started in
Oxford when Shapiro established the Hoka, an independent theatre. Once the venue
shut down, the screening
didn’t happen until years later.

Addington said she wanted
to bring the event back after
years of its absence. Ronzo
was not involved directly in
the process, but he continued
to be a supporter and adviser
for the show.
“We’re just kind of celebrating his life throughout the
year because he’s such a big
part of bringing independent
movies to Oxford,” Addington
said.
In the last four years that
the festival has hosted the
event, tickets have sold out.
“On Halloween, there’s not
a lot to do if you’re not a kid,”
Addington said. “Because, you
know, there’s like a bar contest
for ‘best costume,’ and that’s
really it, so this gives people
something to do if they’re not
a child trick or treating.”
The cult classic is an interPHOTO COURTESY: TOM RANKIN
active film with props, singing, dancing and lines for the Oxford Film Festival honored Shapiro with its fourth annual screening
audience to say. A mistress of “Rocky Horror Picture Show” at the Powerhouse on Friday.

SEE RONZO PAGE 8
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This week
at Ole Miss

Theta’s encore: Dance
competition returns
alum and the 2018 Theta fundraising director, said she’s excited
about the future of Encore under
its new direction.
“I am so happy that College
Panhellenic has decided to take on
this wonderful event,” Sirdashney
said. “Although it was important
to our chapter, I think that Panhellenic’s involvement now with the
execution of the event with only
strengthen it and bring more
awareness and hopefully more
volunteers to the Oxford community.”
CPH Vice President of Philanthropy Pirie Maher said Theta
Encore has been an important
Greek event for years and that
Panhellenic wanted to continue its
tradition.
“CPH decided to host this
event because it is our duty as the
governing council of the sorority
community to ensure that important events like Encore continue,”
Maher said. “Throughout the
years, Encore has been an event
looked forward to every year by the
incoming pledge classes and has
often served as a facilitator of team
building that brings chapters closer
together.”

ERIN KILLION

thedmnews@gmail.com

Theta Encore’s philanthropic
show will go on as College Panhellenic (CPH) is set to host CASA
Encore this month.
In the past, sorority Kappa
Alpha Theta has hosted a blood
drive, fundraiser and dance
competition called “Theta Encore”
to benefit a variety of charitable
organizations, including Lafayette
County’s branch of CASA, which
is a nonprofit organization that
advocates for children in the court
system who have been abused or
neglected.
Almost a year ago, Theta
announced that the Epsilon Zeta
chapter at the University of Mississippi would close at the end of the
fall 2018 semester, citing “low
membership and discouraging
recruitment efforts.”
Following the Theta chapter’s closing in 2018, CPH decided
to host the event this year, still
benefiting Theta’s philanthropy.
Women of the Panhellenic
community say they are excited
for Encore’s return.
Sidney Sirdashney, a Theta

Let Our Legal Team Work For You

Defense of Persons charged with:

D.U.I. - 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th Oﬀense, Public Drunk, M.I.P.,
Fake I.D., Simple Assault
Possession of Paraphernalia and/or Drugs
Possession with Intent, Sale of Drugs, Aggravated Assault
and All Other Midsdemeanor and Felony Charges

662.281.0438
If you have been charged with a criminal oﬀense call our oﬃce to schedule a free
consultation regarding the criminal charges which have been brought against you.
Weekend and after-hours appointments available for legal emergencies.

garrettfridayandgarner.com
1205 Oﬃce Park Drive B, Oxford, MS
M-TH 8am-5pm, F 8am-4pm

MADDY QUON

thedmnews@gmail.com
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Members of the Delta Gamma sorority perform a “Where are they
now?” themed dance routine during Theta Encore last year. The event
benefits Court Appointed Special Advocates which seeks to ensure that
abused and neglected children get the help they need in school and
with their personal and social lives.
The dance competition, hosted
at the Gertrude C. Ford Center,
allows each sorority chapter to
enter a team made up of members
of their newest pledge class, with
many themed dances. The competition is judged by notable UM
community members.
Theta Encore has been a favorite philanthropy event among
Panhellenic women since 2002,
when the first Theta Encore took
place at Ole Miss. Tickets for the
event have sold out in many recent
years.
Chapters win points during the
blood drive, the fundraiser and the
dance competition, and the chapter with the most points wins the
entire competition. Prizes include
monetary donations made to
sororities’ philanthropies.
“(The) purpose for gifting these
prizes is to give back to the chapter’s own philanthropies in return
for all their hard effort towards
our philanthropy, CASA Encore,”
Maher said.
Sirdashney said last year’s
Theta Encore was significant for
both Theta members and women
in the Panhellenic community.
“All of the Panhellenic organizations involved were focused and
determined to put on the best show
possible, but when they heard of
our chapter’s closing, they helped
band together and fundraised and
educated family and friends to the
best of their ability on all CASA
does,” Sirdashney said. “Last year
we saw tons of Panhellenic support
that ultimately helped us raise
$92,000.”
Each sorority has selected
a theme and active members
to choreograph routines and
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DOMINO’S DOMINO’S
WEST & EAST - NEW
OLE MISS LOCATION!
CAMPUS OPEN NOW!
1603 WEST JACKSON AVENUE

1920 UNIVERSITY AVENUE
NEXT TO LARSON’S CASH SAVER

coach the participants. Alpha
Phi’s Panhellenic delegate, Emily
LeClair, said this event is not only
important for fundraising, but also
pivotal for individual Panhellenic
members.
“This is a very interesting time
as the new pledge class is trying to
find their spot in the chapter, and
having practices allows the girls to
really get to know each other and
form new and stronger friendships,” LeClair said.
LeClair said she’s excited that
this event is continuing under
CPH.
“I think it was super important for CPH to adopt this philanthropy event since we all love
being involved in philanthropy,
especially when we have a CASA
(branch) here in Oxford,” LeClair
said.
Sarah Kane, a Theta alumna
and senior integrated marketing
communications student, said that
considering the circumstances,
she’s grateful the event is continuing.
“It’s always hard letting go of
something that you really loved,”
Kane said. “It was an event that
was really close to my heart, but
with that being said, I’m extremely
grateful that is was picked up. At
the end of the day… it was never
about who hosted it. It was always
about raising money to train CASA
volunteers and to bring awareness
to an organization that helps in so
many ways.”
CASA Encore will take place
during the next two weeks, starting
with the blood drive Nov. 4-7 and
the dance competition on Nov. 13
in the Ford Center at 7 p.m. Tickets
to attend the dance competition are
$15 and go on sale Nov. 6.

School of Education
Choose to Include Peace
Walk: The SOE diversity
office is holding a walk to
honor Emmett Till’s legacy,
while also educating people
on contemporary hate crimes
that have occurred. There
will be guest speakers, and
the UM Gospel Choir and Ole
Miss African Drum and Dance
Ensemble will perform.
Time/Location: Monday,
12:30 p.m. starting at the
Meredith Historical Marker
and ending in front of Guyton
Hall
First Tuesdays in
Bryant Hall: Join Michael
Gardiner as he explores the
genre of ambient music.
Gardiner will be applying
his interest in music theory,
structure and design into
making ambient music of his
own.
Time/Location: Tuesday,
12:15-1:00 p.m. in Bryant Hall
Percussion Ensembles
perform: The Percussion
Ensemble and Ole Miss Steel
Orchestra is providing a free
concert, where audience
members are invited to go on
stage after the concert ends to
see the instruments up close
and try them out.
Time/Location: Tuesday,
7:30 p.m. at Nutt Auditorium
Live on the Lawn: Live
on the Lawn is a weekly
series, meeting every Friday
before home football games.
The Walton-Young House
hosts the free concerts. This
week, Wendy Garrison will
perform.
Time/Location: Friday,
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the
Walton-Young House lawn
Ole Miss vs. New
Mexico State game: The
Rebels return to VaughtHemingway Stadium for this
Saturday’s game against New
Mexico State.
Time/Location: Saturday,
3:00 p.m. at VaughtHemingway Stadium

NOW DRIVERS
HIRING

662.236.3030 662.236.3844

SUN-WED 10:30 AM-2 AM
OPEN LATE! THURS-SAT
10:30 AM-3 AM
Last Chance to Register for Fall 2019 Intramural Sports!

Earn $12-$18 per hour
Apply in person – 1603 W Jackson Ave
or 1920 University Ave
or online at jobs.dominos.com
3v3 Basketball League

Registration ends 11/5 Noon

Turner Center Room 212
imsc@olemiss.edu
662.915.5573
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University clarifies alcohol policy

Vote Tuesday, November 5

MADDY QUON

thedmnews@gmail.com

The University of Mississippi
has a new policy on alcohol that
clarifies where on-campus alcohol can be sold legally to address
the confusion around the SEC
lifting its ban of alcohol sales in
athletic venues.
The alcohol policy revision, which went into action
earlier this month, came after
the SEC announced in May that
they would be lifting the ban of
selling alcoholic beverages in
general seating areas at on-campus stadiums.
According to the new policy,
alcohol is not allowed in any
academic or administrative
buildings, unless it is served
under a lawfully issued permit.
Registered student organizations
are not allowed to serve alcohol
under any circumstances.
The policy’s purpose is
to “combat substance abuse,
reduce dangerous drinking and
promote responsible behavior
regarding the consumption of
alcohol.” It applies to students,
registered student organizations, faculty and any other
person on university property.
“The University of Mississippi is committed to providing students, employees and
visitors a safe, supportive and
welcoming environment for all
academic, cultural, athletic and
social events,” the policy reads.
SEC Ccommissioner
Greg Sankey, who made the
announcement, said in a statement that the governing of
alcohol sales has been a source
of considerable discussion and
debate in recent years.
“As a conference, we have
been observant of trends in the
sale and consumption of alcohol
at collegiate sporting events and
have drawn upon the experiences
and insights of our member
schools which have responsibly
established limited alcohol sales
within controlled spaces and
premium seating areas,” Sankey
said in thea statement.
Schools in the SEC are now
allowed to sell alcoholic beverages at games, but not all of
them are choosing to do so.
Auburn will not be selling alcohol, according to 247Sports.
com, and Alabama issued a
statement announcing their
intentions to not sell as well.
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I am the only candidate with local government experience.
The importance of this isn’t simply what I’ve worked to
accomplish over the last four years as District 1 Supervisor,
but what I’ve learned directly from the community along
the way. If elected to the Senate, my unique knowledge of
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Larry Sparks, vice chancellor of finance and accounting,
was the interim chancellor as
this policy was being edited.
This was the result of a requirement to look at policies every
few years to go over and possibly edit them.
“I put together a committee
and asked them to look at (the)
issue (of the SEC lifting the ban),
and to look at all other associated issues that they felt might
be relevant with the serving
of alcohol at athletic venues,”
Sparks said.
Sparks said that the committee decided to change the policy
completely after looking at it.
Erica McKinley, the university’s chief legal officer and
general counsel, was in charge of
Sparks’s committee. She wrote
in an email that she believes the
new alcohol policy will have a
positive effect on campus.
“It promotes responsible
behavior and provides clear
and explicit guidance regarding prohibited conduct and the
penalties for noncompliance,”
McKinley wrote.
When asked about the
updated policy, Provost Noel
Wilkin responded in an email,
saying that the university
updated the policy to implement
the SEC’s revised policy on alcohol sales and service in athletic
venues.
“It is our hope and expectation that people will consume
alcohol responsibly in accordance with all appropriate laws
and university policies, and we
are conducting an educational
campaign to encourage people to
do so,” Wilkin wrote in an email.

Rod Guajardo, the associate
director of strategic communications at the university, said
that Wilkin’s statement stands
as the university’s comment on
the revised policy.
Despite this new policy clarifying that the university was
making attempts to reduce
dangerous and abusive drinking
rather than prohibiting alcohol
on campusEven before the new
policy, alcohol has never been
completely banned from campus
grounds.
“There has not been a total
prohibition (of alcohol) on
campus,” Sparks said. “Have you
been on campus?”
However, students on
campus have had issues with
determining whether or not
alcohol is allowed on campus,
and if the policy applies to
students specifically or applies
to alumni as well.
Sophomore international
studies, accounting and Spanish
major Noah Hubbard said that
he thinks there is a blurry line
between alumni and students
being able to drink on campus.
“I know official social events
for students on campus aren’t
allowed to have alcohol, but I
don’t know if the same restrictions apply to events for alumni
and professors,” Hubbard said.
“You also see students getting
in trouble for having alcohol on
game days, but when alumni
have it, no one bats an eye.”
Alcohol is permitted to be
sold in certain athletic facilities,
including Vaught-Hemingway
Stadium, The Pavilion and the
Oxford-University Stadium at
Swayze Field.

PROVEN RECORD OF RESULTS

New & Improved Infrastructure:

• 25+ miles of road upgraded in District 1
• West Oxford Loop extension
• Sisk Avenue extension
• Sisk Avenue & Highway 7 Intersection Improvements
• Expanded Natural Gas availability
• Expanded High-Speed Broadband access

New Recreation Facilities:
• Lafayette County Arena
• Oxford Activity Center

Enhanced Community Facilities:

• New Lafayette County Fire Station 17
• Provided 30 acres for new Lafayette County Elementary School
• New Lafayette County Business Center, includes:
• Lafayette County Justice Court
• Oxford Municipal Court
• Driver Service Bureau
• Lafayette County Emergency Management
• Health Department
• MS Department of Child Protection Services
• MS Department of Human Services
• Oxford Parking Garage
28227
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SOCCER

Rebels advance to SEC quarterfinal with victory over Bulldogs
KELBY ZENDEJAS

thedmsports@gmail.com
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Gabby Little fights for the ball in the 1-2 loss to South Alabama earlier
this season. Little scored the game winner in the 2-1 final against
Mississippi State on Sunday.
bounce to the back of the net,
helping the Rebels recover the lead
they lost just moments before.
“I just knew how important it

BIOMEDICAL ET
328

was for us to get this win and not
have to go into overtime,” Little
said after the game. “It was so
important. I mean, I had a million

serve until she got loose in the
back corner, forcing the foul in the
box that led to the equalizer.
In the last 15 minutes of the
match, the momentum switched
from team to team as both were
trying to make their final marks on
the scoreboard. While State was
trying to get back into the game,
The Rebels were missing chances.
First Team All-SEC forward
Channing Foster got a one-onone with the keeper but took one
too many touches. Gabby Little
hit a shot above the crossbar and
missed with less than 10 minutes
left. A few minutes later Little
missed
another
one-on-one
opportunity.
Little, Foster and SEC AllFreshman forward Mo O’Connor
will need to capitalize on those
chances in the quarterfinal
against top-seeded Arkansas.
The Razorbacks hold the regular
season SEC title with a 8-1-1
record in the conference, their
only loss coming against South
Carolina.
The Rebels will kick off against
Arkansas at 6 p.m. on Tuesday.

VOLLEYBALL

S
HIC

PHIL

The Rebels fought their
way to the SEC Tournament
quarterfinals with a nail-biting 2-1
win against rival Mississippi State
on Sunday, using an 88th minute
game-winning goal from forward
Gabby Little.
The Rebels had the game in
hand with a one-goal lead for most
of the match until the Bulldogs
equalized with under two minutes
to go. Mississippi State drew a
penalty when defender Chanel
Thomas slid and clipped Makayla
Waldner’s legs, bringing her to
the ground just inside the 18-yard
box.
The Bulldogs’ Niah Johnson
equalized the match with the
penalty kick. The match looked
destined for extra time until
seconds later when the ball found
Gabby Little in the middle box,
who tapped it toward the middle
goal. The strike from Little’s left
foot hit the keepers’ hand but

chances to finish but I’m so glad I
was able to finish the one that was
really important.”
These two teams’ stout
forwards and defensive lines were
put to the test in the Magnolia
Cup rematch, but the Rebels
managed to pull out a big win in
the SEC Tournament after Little’s
relentless effort in the final third.
The Bulldogs gave away an
own goal from defender Miranda
Carrasco in the first 15 minutes of
the game and as Mississippi State
tried to equalize, their chances hit
too far and wide and even hit off
the white posts throughout the
game.
The own goal separated the
sides as the halftime whistle
sounded with Ole Miss leading
1-0.
The pressure was on at the
start of the second half for the
Bulldogs. Niah Johnson had an
incredible shot hit the pole and
land in front of her feet. Her next
attempt was cleared away by Ole
Miss defender Madison Smith.
Ole Miss focused on defending
senior Makayla Waldner and held

Ole Miss losing streak extends to five
JAKE DAVIS

thedmsports@gmail.com
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The Ole Miss volleyball team’s
losing streak extended to five
straight matches this weekend
after a pair of five-set losses on the
road to Tennessee and Alabama.
In the first match of the
weekend, the Rebels came up
short against Tennessee in
Knoxville, falling 3-2 to the
Volunteers.
The two squads battled back
and forth to a 17-17 stalemate
in the first set, but it was all
Tennessee after that. They scored
eight of the next nine points to win
the set handily at 25-18.
The second set was a
bludgeoning that seemed to
catch the Rebels off guard. The
Volunteers went up 11-2 to start
the set and would not look back
from that point, easily cruising to
a 25-15 victory to go up 2-0 in the
match.
The third set saw one of the
greatest comebacks this Rebel
squad has completed this season.
Tennessee went up 10-2 early in
the set and looked like they would
cruise to another victory for the
easy sweep. Ole Miss responded
with an amazing 12-2 run to
claim a lead that they would not
surrender. The Lady Vols fought
back every step of the way but
could not stop the Rebels’ 4-0
spurt that ended the set and finally
got them on the board.
Facing
elimination
once
again, the Rebs had to muster
another comeback in order to
force a decisive fifth set with three
straight kills from senior outside
hitter Emily Stroup at the end of
the set.
Stroup continued to put in
work in the fifth set but did not
have enough help offensively to
finish the job.

FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Lauren Thompson glares at the referee after a controversial call against
Texas A&M earlier this season. Volleyball extends their losing streak to
five games after back-to-back losses to Tennessee and Alabama.
Stroup finished the match
with a team-high 18 kills on a .250
hitting percentage, as well as 12
digs in a strong defensive effort.
Junior setter Lauren Bars led
the team with 42 assists and also
registered 17 digs and four total
blocks.
The second match of the
weekend against Alabama was a
neck and neck battle that saw the
Rebels come up just short in a 3-2
loss.
With their backs against
the wall once again, the Rebels
stepped up and answered the
call despite the fierce opposition
from the home side. The Crimson
Tide responded by tightening up
their defense at the net, earning
consecutive points on blocks and
converting their strong defense
into points. They finally collapsed
in the final moments and Ole Miss
claimed the fourth set, punctuating

their victory with a stout tandem
block from sophomore middle
blocker Aubrey Sultemeier and
senior outside hitter Leah Mulkey.
The Rebels came out slowly
in the final set, however, failing to
even get into double digits in the
fifth frame.
Senior middle blocker Nayo
Warnell recorded a career-high 16
kills on an impressive .519 clip. She
also led the team with seven total
blocks. Mulkey finished with 14
kills on a .250 hitting percentage.
Stroup finished with 13 kills and
12 digs but hit an abysmal -.038 in
the match. Sultemeier registered a
season-high 12 kills on a .381 clip
to go along with four total blocks.
Bars had a match-high 52 assists
in the losing effort.
Seeking answers down the
stretch, Ole Miss must now put
their woes behind them before
they face No. 13 Florida on Friday.
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CROSS COUNTRY

Rebels win second
men’s SEC title
MADELINE CLICK

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss men’s
cross country team claimed
their title as back-to-back
conference champions with
a dominant victory in the
SEC Championship over the
weekend.
The No. 11 Rebels traveled
to Kentucky and produced the
largest margin of victory in the
race since 2015, bringing home
the second title in program
history.
“We came in with the idea
that we needed to dominate in
the race,” All-American Waleed
Suliman said. “We needed to
make a statement that our team
is no joke and we’re here to
stay, for many years to come.”
The Rebel men had a
commanding finish on Friday.
All five of the scoring runners
placed in the top 15 with four
Rebels placing in the top 10
individually. Suliman was the
top Rebel finisher, placing third
overall with a time of 22:55.5 in
the 8K race. Suliman was just
0.1 behind the second place
Alabama runner.
Not far behind Suliman
was senior Farah Abdulkarim,
finishing fourth overall at
22:59.4. Cade Bethmann came
in at sixth overall at 23:07.8.
Suliman, Abdulkarim and
Bethmann earned SEC-First
Team honors with their top
finishes.
“(We’re) obviously very

happy to win,” said Ole Miss
associate head cross country
coach Ryan Vanhoy. “Any
time you have a chance to win
a conference championship,
that’s not something you should
ever take lightly. I knew coming
in we had an opportunity to
establish our program with twostraight. Hopefully a precursor
for many years to come.”
Cole Bullock finished ninth
at 23:20.1. Bullock was the Top
SEC Freshman, the highest
ranked freshman to finish in the
race. Michael Coccia wrapped
up the team at 13th overall
with a time of 23:22.7. Bullock
and Coccia earned SEC-Second
Team honors.
Ole Miss finished with 35
points, placing third, fourth,
sixth, ninth and 13th overall,
55 points ahead of second place
Alabama, who finished with 90.
The Rebels also finished with
an average time of 23:09, 21
seconds faster than the runnerup Alabama.
The other Rebels to compete
were Mario Garcia, finishing
21st at 23:32.8, Parker Scott
finishing 24th at 23:36.4,
Dalton Hengst finishing 25 th
at 23:40.2, Robinson Snider
finishing 32nd at 23:57.6 and
Jack Filan finishing 38th at
24:07.5.
The Rebels will now
prepare for the NCAA South
Regional
in
Tallahassee,
Florida, on Nov.15, in hopes
of reaching the final NCAA
Championships on Nov. 23.
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Matt Luke screams after a penalty call is missed by officials during the loss to Alabama earlier this season. Ole
Miss missed numerous opportunities to score during the 20-14 loss to Auburn on Saturday.

OFFENSE

continued from page 1
today.”
John Rhys Plumlee continued
to struggle through the air,
completing only 11 of his 21 pass
attempts for 86 yards with a gameclinching interception, while Matt
Corral threw the ball six times,
completing three for 13 yards.
Elijah Moore had three grabs for
only 14 yards, and Jerrion Ealy had
the most catches with four for 16
yards.
While Plumlee was able to turn
in 92 rushing yards with 17 carries,
most of which came on a 20-yard
rush, the lack of balance in the
offense was apparent on Saturday.
The combination of 42 running
plays and 27 passes helped the
Auburn defense key in on the run as
the Rebels were unable to capitalize

with short passes.
Still, the Rebels had a chance
to drive and win the game while
only down six points and close to
a minute left in the game, when
Plumlee took the field in favor
of Corral, who didn’t play in the
second half.
“The kids played hard, but
playing hard and executing have got
to go hand in hand,” Rodriguez said.
“I’ve got to do a better job getting us
some chances to score... Those kids
are battling. I’m really proud of how
they battled, but we’ve got to work
to get over the hump.”
The Ole Miss defense played
a game with minimal mistakes,
consistently clamping down on Bo
Nix and the Auburn attack. Mike
MacIntyre’s defense delivered in all
four quarters on Saturday, playing
90 total snaps and keeping the
Rebels in the game with the help
of a few missed field goal attempts.

“(We had) a lot of missed
opportunities in this game
offensively,” Plumlee said.
“Defensively, I think they played
a really, really good game. I don’t
know what they’re doing on that
side of the ball, but they did a really
good job. We just had a lot of missed
opportunities on the offensive side,
and we’re still in at the end with
considerably one of the best teams
in the country right now, so I think
it really just shows you how good
this team can be.”
The fact that Ole Miss has kept
these SEC games close against
more talented squads exacerbates
the ineffective offensive scheme the
coaching staff has produced week
after week.
Where the defense has
improved this season, the
offense has devolved into a
one-dimensional side with no
identity after nine games.
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COLUMN

Kanye album leaves fans wanting more
CAROLINE NIHILL

thedmeatures@gmail.com

Kanye West announced the
release date for his album weeks
ago at an impromptu concert at
George Washington University.
His album released hours after

midnight on Oct. 25 after West
wanted to finalize parts of the
album.
West had spent weeks teasing
the launch of “JESUS IS KING,”
his alleged gospel album that would
introduce his entrance into Christianity. After tentative release dates

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in
advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds on
classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://www.
thedmonline.com/classifieds.
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15- Intake;
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17- Forceps;
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20- Break up;
21- Can be sent by
post;
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25- ___-mo;
26- Corona fruit;
29- Confined;
32- Gaucho’s rope;
37- Mined-over matter;
38- Meddlesome;
39- Gazes fixedly;
40- Obvious;
43- Vigor;
44- Praiseful poems;
45- It often follows
you;
46- Later!;
47- Arthroscopy site;
48- Spoiled child;
49- Little piggy;
51- ___ de Janeiro;

53- Having ability;
58- Standards;
62- Actress Garr;
63- Engrave;
64- Bothered;
65- Annapolis sch.;
66- Countertenor;
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68- Norse god of
thunder;
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2- Press;
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4- Car heart;
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6- Take ___ view of;
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9- The least bit;
10- Balkan native;
11- Briquette;
12- Stud fee?;
13- Mao ___-tung;
22- Main arteries;
24- Strong adhesive;
26- Misplaces;
27- Actress Dunne;
28- Ruckus;
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and released track lists, the album
finally dropped hours after it’s final
date.
Many fans took to social media
at midnight on Oct. 25 to voice
concerns that the album would be
further postponed.
West tweeted briefly after that
he would not rest until the album
was finally released.
The Sunday after West’s album
released, he tweeted a link with
a live stream labeled, “SUNDAY
SERVICE,” which featured the
Sunday Service Choir in Inglewood’s The Forum Venue in Los
Angeles.
The service was free and open
to the public, with a limit to two
tickets per household. The event
was also streamed on Youtube with
promotion on Twitter. The service
consisted of West’s music along
with preaching from his friend
Adam Tyson.
The choir opened the show, and
then launched directly into West’s
album with the Chick-fil-A and a
mixture of his other religion based
songs.
In the livestream, there is a visible amount of seats left empty.
“JESUS IS KING,” after many
re-recordings and extra work for
the album, left fans wanting more.
West’s testament to Christianity is
apparent through the lyrics, but it’s
not what some might describe as
gospel.
West cites scripture and biblical
stories throughout the album, but
never sings himself. There is background singing from a presumed

SOLUTION TO 11.1.2019 PUZZLE

PHOTO COURTESY: KANYE WEST VIA SPOTIFY

choir, but West doesn’t stray from
his rap style.
The Sunday Service Choir’s
involvement in the album is noticeable, but not present enough alongside of West’s consistent rap sound.
Earlier in the album, West ties
the commercial chicken-based food
chain Chick-fil-A directing his love
at God, or possibly his wife Kim
Kardashian West.
“Closed on Sunday, you my
Chick-fil-A / Hold the selfies, put
the ‘Gram away,” West sings.
West frequently makes references to current societal issues
such as single parents, social media
overuse, incarceration and racial
profiling.
“JESUS IS KING,” speaks to
West’s public emergence of a Christian. In his song, “On God,” West
raps about parts of society that he
supports with his faith.
“Single mothers know they got

my heart / And all my brothers
locked up on the yard / You can still
be anything you wanna be / Went
from one in four to one in three /
Thirteenth amendment, gotta end
it, that’s on me,” West raps.
The gospel and rap album
features loud undertones of West’s
perspective of incarceration in
America. In his song, “Hands On,”
and “Use This As Your Gospel,”
West touches on his past and a
glimpse into his faith.
“Got pulled over, see the
brights/ What you doin’ on the
street at night? / Wonder if they’re
gonna read your rights / Thirteenth
Amendment, three strikes / Made a
left when I should’ve made a right,”
West raps.
Many of West’s lyrics are allegorical and can be interpreted in
different ways. Many of the lyrics
could be directed towards West’s
faith, family or fans.
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OPINION
Cultural appropriation is not a joke
SOPHIA MERUVIA

thedmopinion@gmail.com

On Halloween, The Daily
Mississippian published a
column written by Lauren
Moses titled “Cultural
appropriation is a joke.”
Here’s my response.
To blatantly take only
desired aspects of another
culture for a costume and
use it to parade around bars
and house parties for hours
is a flagrant disregard for
the people who are actually
living or have lived that life.
It shows a willingness to turn
a blind eye to history. People
do it every year; they seem
to be competing with one
another on who can wear the
most insensitive costume in
the name of humor. Cultural
appropriation is never okay.
Yes, it is acceptable to
celebrate other cultures.
Borrowing parts from another
culture is a spectrum, and
the line is drawn when you
begin to ignore and disregard

the moral quality of respect.
Societies regularly takes a
little piece of each other’s
culture –– whether it be
carrying a hand-stitched purse
from Mexico or even using a
French press coffee maker.
This is not “cultural
appropriation,” but instead,
it is the respectful borrowing
and honoring of simple
things from other culture’s
achievements that make our
everyday lives a little bit
easier. However, the issue
arises when you take a piece
of someone’s culture, one
that represents a deep part of
history, and use it for mockery
or fun.
So, in theory, carrying a
hand-stitched purse from
Mexico is a lot different
than wearing blackface or
a sombrero to a Halloween
party. The problem of racial
insensitivity is not confined
to costumes. Once you say
it is okay to wear whatever
you please on Halloween,
you are opening a floodgate
for inconsiderate and racist

thoughts and ideas. Where do
you draw the line? It seems to
me that the columnist thinks
one does not even exist.
By saying “cultural
appropriation is a joke,” you
are saying that you are okay
with ignoring the nasty parts
of our history. America’s
history is deep and rich, but
you cannot argue that this
country does not come with
a considerably dark past. As
a country, it is our duty to
maintain a varied perspective.
By citing a right-wing
YouTube channel as the
main source, the columnist is
telling me and the rest of the
University of Mississippi that
she only has one perspective
— one that oppresses
thought. She does not have
the authority to tell people ––
especially people of color who
have had so much stolen from
them –– what they can and
cannot be offended by.
When she says that this is a
“joke,” she is not only implying
that she is misinformed on
current events, but she is also

implying that she is unaware
of the severity of race issues
in our own country.
Do not ignore history. It is
happening right in front of us
even to this day. Pay attention.
Learn from it. Take the time to
educate yourself on the issue
of racial insensitivity, and
let me know if you still think
it’s “cute” to wear a Native
American headdress or a
sombrero.
No, the label “cultural
appropriation” does not
divide us. I think it is quite
the opposite. Being respectful
to one another’s history and
learning to observe other
cultures in a manner that does

not overstep boundaries is not
divisive. It is mature. America
is filled with many wonderful
ideas, cultures and history
that should be celebrated.
It is how we celebrate it that
truly shows how informed and
aware we are.
So for Halloween, yes,
please be a vampire, a clown
— even a cat. But do not think
that you have the right to dress
up as whatever you please. Be
smart and respectful. Cultures
are not costumes.
Sophia Meruvia is a
sophomore integrated
marketing communications
major from Philadelphia,
Mississippi.

Opinion Policies:
Columns do not represent the views of The University of
Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian. The Daily Mississippian
welcomes letters to the editor, which should be emailed to
dmletters@olemiss.edu. Letters should be no longer than 300
words. They may be edited for clarity, brevity and libel. Thirdparty letters and those with pseudonyms or no name will not be
published. Letters are limited to one per individual per month.
Letters should include contact information, including relationship
to the university, if applicable.
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LGBTQ

continued from page 1

them.
“It’s wrong that the
community’s not supporting
these kids, and we need to
think about how, as a community, to build those resources,”
Harker said.
She hopes to be working
with others to eventually build
an emergency fund for LGBTQ
students in trouble to help
with tuition or medical bills
and a short-term network of
people who would temporarily
open up their homes for those
in need.
Harker said that there are
more LGBTQ people in the
homeless population than in
the rest of the population.
According to the Center
for American Progress, about
40% of homeless youth
identify as LGBTQ. In 2017,
the Human Rights Campaign
reported that LGBTQ youth
have a 120% higher risk of
homelessness compared to
their straight and cisgender
counterparts.
The Rev. Gail Stratton
was involved with the North
Mississippi chapter of PFLAG,
a national organization for
families and LGBTQ allies,
from 2004 until 2017. She
reiterated that being LGBTQ
compounds the other factors
that cause homelessness,

such as a lack of affordable
housing. There are no legal
protections for queer people
being discriminated against
in housing, she said.
“We need to rediscover our
common humanity and look
out for each other in as many
ways as we possibly can,”
Stratton said.
Willis acknowledges the
importance of organizations
like OUTMemphis, which is
working to establish a queerfriendly emergency center
scheduled for opening this
winter, but also emphasized
how shelters exist mostly in
cities, being inaccessible to
people living in rural areas.
The nearest shelters to
Oxford are the Salvation Army
in Tupelo and the Memphis
Union Mission. Although the
OUTMemphis center was
not open then, Willis considered traveling to Memphis to
search for a homeless shelter
but was hesitant because of
the distance.
“It doesn’t really seem like
a resource when it’s that far
away,” Willis said.
Because of scarcity in organized homelessness intervention, Willis said that people
in rural areas are “left to rely
on (an) underground queer
network.”
He was able to get back on
his feet in 2018 with the help
of Harker and other members
of the community whom
he connected with through

the UM Pride Network, like
former UM Pride Network
Vice President Brenna Paola.
Willis was embarrassed to
tell his story for a long time,
only comfortable now because
he has a stable home and job
in Salt Lake City. He said that
there is a shame associated
with homelessness that is
ingrained in our culture.
Willis also noted that many
people didn’t understand his
homelessness and unemployment from the perspective of
his trans identity, unaware of
the added layer of difficulty
transgender people experience in their personal and
professional lives.
He said he was ashamed
to reach out for help initially
because there’s a fear of
leaning on others while being
trans, he said. He added that
he feels that among the small
percentage of homeless shelters, there are even fewer that
are are trans-inclusive.
Willis said he hopes to one
day get involved with organizations working to combat
LGBTQ homelessness.
“I’m still trying to get my
own feet on the ground, you
know?” he said. “Kind of get
myself in the right place, so I
can help others again.”

RONZO

continued from page 1
of ceremonies, Jaime Adams,
encouraged crowd participation
and fun.
Adams started in her position because both her and
Addington were fans of the
movie and performances and
wanted to encourage others to
experience Rocky Horror.
“Each year, there can be new
callbacks and things,” Adams
said. “So I really enjoy, throughout the year, finding those so
that you can bring something
new to the table for the audience.”
Though Adams did not know
Shapiro personally or ever work
with him, she knew him to be a
local celebrity through his work
and dedication to the arts.
“He had become a legend in
Oxford for being just the coolest person in the scene here in
town,” Adams said. “And so, in
a lot of ways, I’m certain that
he broke the ground that we’re
now trying to stand firmly on.”
Both events were held at
the Powerhouse, where the
Yoknapatawpha Arts Council often holds events. Shapiro
was a member of the council and personally helped with
hiring current director Wayne
Andrews 10 years ago.
Andrews commented on how
involved Shapiro was bringing art and culture to Oxford
through events like local radio,
literary events, film and music.

“So, as a community space,
we thought it was a great opportunity,” Andrews said. “When
the family asked us to help
coordinate something for the
community to come together,
we could offer a space and
provide a chance for people to
come together.”

“He had become a
legend in Oxford for being
just the coolest person in
the scene here in town,”
Adams said. “And so, in
a lot of ways, I’m certain
that he broke the ground
that we’re now trying to
stand firmly on.”

- Jaime Adams
Mistress of ceremonies
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T A K E

This story has been
submitted to The Daily
Mississippian from a journalism class.

T H E

Ronzo left behind T-Shirts
that were available at the
memorial event. People were
able to take a piece of Ronzo’s
legacy with them and had
opportunities to leave donations to support local art.

S U R V E Y

AND WIN BIG!

The University of Mississippi will conduct a survey of our campus
community, and your voice is needed in this very important
campus climate study. This is your opportunity to describe your
personal experiences and observations, and to offer suggestions
for change to enhance the campus climate at the university.

yourvoice.olemiss.edu |

@UMYourVoice

Scan here
to take the survey!

28232

